HYDROLOGICAL PROCESSES
Hydrol. Process. 23, 2987– 2996 (2009)
Published online 25 August 2009 in Wiley InterScience
(www.interscience.wiley.com) DOI: 10.1002/hyp.7418

Trace element and major ion concentrations and dynamics in
glacier snow and melt: Eliot Glacier, Oregon Cascades
Sarah K. Fortner,* W. Berry Lyons, Andrew G. Fountain, Kathleen A. Welch and Natalie
M. Kehrwald
The Ohio State University, Byrd Polar Research Center, Columbus, OH 43210, USA

Abstract:
We present concentrations of environmentally available (unfiltered acidified 2% v/v HNO3 ) As, Cu, Cd, Pb, V, Sr, and
major ions including Ca2C , Cl , and SO4 2 in a July 2005 and a March 2006 shallow snow profile from the lower Eliot
Glacier, Mount Hood, Oregon, and its proglacial stream, Eliot Creek. Low enrichment factors (EF) with respect to crustal
averages suggests that in fresh March 2006 snow environmentally available elements are derived primarily from lithogenic
sources. Soluble salts occurred in lower and less variable concentrations in July 2005 snow than March 2006. Conversely,
environmentally available trace elements occurred in greater and more variable concentrations in July 2005 than March 2006
snow. Unlike major solutes, particulate-associated trace elements are not readily eluted during the melt season. Additionally,
elevated surface concentrations suggest that they are likely added throughout the year via dry deposition. In a 1-h stream
sampling, ratios of dissolved (<0Ð45 µm) V : Cl , Sr : Cl , and Cu : Cl are enriched in the Eliot Stream with respect to their
environmentally available trace element to Cl ratios in Eliot Glacier snow, suggesting chemical weathering additions in the
stream waters. Dissolved Pb : Cl is depleted in the Eliot Stream with respect to the ratio of environmentally available Pb to
Cl in snow, corresponding to greater adsorption onto particles at greater pH values. Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons,
Ltd.
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INTRODUCTION
Because glacier melt feeds downstream ecosystems, it is
essential to characterize the geochemistry of snow and
glacier melt. This is especially in true in regions like the
Pacific Northwest where the timing and availability of
glacier and snowmelt is dynamic. This paper begins to
establish the relation between environmentally available
elements in fresh and ablation glacier snow and dissolved
elements in proglacial melt in the Oregon, Cascades at
Eliot Glacier, Mount Hood (45° 220 N; 121° 420 W). This
study is among the few studies that have compared concentration differences of trace and minor elements in both
fresh and melting snow (Abrahams et al., 1988; Mitchell
et al., 2001b; Mitchell et al., 2006; Mitchell and Brown,
2007). This study includes an assessment of natural versus anthropogenic contributions of trace elements in fresh
unaltered snow from a single snow event. The primary
goal is to begin to quantify and compare trace element
concentrations in a shallow snowpit collected from both
fresh and ablation snow and in 10 discreet samples of
proglacial stream water. Much more work is needed to
characterize variation in trace element deposition and
release from snow and proglacial melt over the course of
a single year or multiple years. The Pacific Northwest is
a unique Northern Hemisphere glacier site for new trace
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element studies given its high winter snow accumulation
and long ablation/melt season (Mote, 2003).
Previous studies of snow chemistry in the Northern
Hemisphere have largely focused on the deposition of
natural and anthropogenic acids during the winter and
their rapid elution during early spring melt (Brimblecombe et al., 1986; Tranter et al., 1987; Bales et al.,
1989; Williams and Melack, 1991). Yet, little is known
about how concentrations and distributions of environmentally available trace and minor elements change
throughout the melt season. Environmentally available
(acidified 2% v/v HNO3 ) concentrations of As, Cu, Cd,
Pb, Sr, and V are derived from both dissolved and readily
soluble particulate-associated trace elements. These elements were selected for their distinct behaviours. In oxygenated acidic stream conditions, oxyanion forming As
and V are primarily associated with the particulate phase
(Johannessen et al., 2000). Conversely, Cu, Cd, Pb, and
Sr occur mostly in the dissolved form (Astrom and Bjorklund, 1995; Bibby and Webster-Brown, 2006). Therefore,
concentrations of environmentally available Cu, Cd, Pb,
and Sr may be distinct from oxyanion-forming elements
such as As and V in fresh versus ablations snow. These
examinations build from a previous laboratory study on
dissolved element concentrations in melting snow, which
established that elevated concentrations of dissolved Cd
and Mn are released in the first fraction of snowmelt
(Abrahams et al., 1988).
In addition to examining concentrations of environmentally available trace elements in fresh and ablation
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snow, a one-time sampling of dissolved (<0Ð45 µm) trace
elements in the proglacial melt stream that drains the
Eliot Glacier was conducted. The primary objective of
these samples was to begin to assess the geochemical processing that occurs from glacial snow to melt as
water : rock ratios increase. Concentrations of minor and
trace elements in temperate glacial meltwater have been
investigated in only the Swiss Alps and Yukon, Alaska
(Brown et al., 1998; Mitchell et al., 2001a,b; USGS,
2003, 2005). Elemental concentrations in supraglacial
meltwater are usually distinct from sub- and proglacial
meltwater, where higher rock : water ratios exist (Tranter
et al., 1993; Hodgkins et al., 1997; Brown et al., 2001;
Mitchell et al., 2001b). At the Haut Glacier, d’Arolla,
Switzerland, proglacial streams have elevated dissolved
Al, Ti, Fe, Rb, Co, and Ni, with respect to world riverwater averages, and these enrichments are attributed to
silicate and sulfide mineral weathering of complex metamorphic rocks in the glaciated basin (Brown et al., 1998;
Mitchell et al., 2001b). In the Swiss glacier meltwaters,
the dissolved alkaline-earth elements Sr and Ba were an
order of magnitude lower than the average stream and
lake concentrations, likely reflecting the prevalence of
silicate over carbonate weathering in the basin (Brown
et al., 1998).

CLIMATE AND SITE DESCRIPTION
Coastal regions in the Pacific Northwest (PNW) are
characterized by their high precipitation. Regions of
greatest annual precipitation include the western Oregon Cascades, with Mount Hood (3425 m) receiving
over 500 cm annually with most occurring as snow
(JISAO/SMA Climate Impacts Group, 1999). Most precipitation occurs between September and March, with

high pressure keeping weather clear in the late spring and
summer (JISAO/SMA Climate Impacts Group, 1999).
Over the last century, temperatures in the PNW have
warmed by an average of 0Ð8 ° C, with precipitation
increasing up to 40% (JISAO/SMA Climate Impacts
Group, 1999). Mount Hood exceeds this average, having
warmed almost 3 ° C, with the greatest increase observed
during the summer with temperatures increasing from 5Ð6
to 8Ð8 ° C between 1902 and 2002 (Daly et al., 1997).
High winter precipitation rates coupled with rapid spring
melt make Mount Hood an ideal location for an examination of the processing of environmentally available
elements that occurs between fresh and ablation snow.
Mount Hood is an andesitic stratovolcano (Cribb and
Barton, 1997) located 75 km southeast of Portland, a city
of over 500 000 residents with over 2 million including
its suburbs (Population Research Center PSU, 2005).
Glaciers on Mount Hood are in disequilibrium and are
rapidly losing volume and area. Between 1901 and
2001, these glaciers lost 31% of their area (Jackson
and Fountain, 2007). Between 1901 and 2001, Eliot
Glacier lost 775 m in length (Lillquist and Walker, 2006).
Presently, Eliot Glacier is less than 1Ð6 km2 , 3Ð6 km
long, and 800 m at its greatest width (Jackson, 2007)
(Figure 1). The glacier response observed in the Cascades
is consistent with worldwide loss of mountain glaciers
(Dyurgerov and Meier, 2000).
Less glacial melt coupled with earlier snowmelt will
affect agriculture and industries in the PNW. For example, Eliot Glacier meltwater flows into Eliot Creek, which
is mostly diverted into holding ponds for summertime
agricultural use (Lundstrom, 1992). The amount and timing of glacier melt affects the availability of Eliot Creek
waters for agriculture as well as the amount of water that
is discharged into the Hood River. Furthermore, the link

Figure 1. (modified from Jackson, 2007). Eliot Glacier Mount Hood, Oregon. July 2005 snow profile site indicated with a black circle. March 2006
snow profile site indicated with a white circle
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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between glacial melt and geochemistry need to be understood as it is unknown how downstream locations will be
affected by diminishing glacial melt contributions (Hall
and Fagre, 2003).

METHODS
Snow and melt samples were collected from Eliot
Glacier, which is located on the northeastern flanks of
Mount Hood (Figure 1). Thirty trace element and major
ion samples were obtained in approximately 4–18-cm
increments from two 1-m deep snowpits on 18 July 2005
and 11 March 2006 (Figure 1). In the July 2005, snow
sampling increments were chosen above and below meltrefreeze areas that were too dense to sample using clean
methods. Snowpits were not exactly in the same location given the low visibility of the sampling date (11
March) resulting in safety concerns. Yet, snowpit sites
were selected in close proximity (¾0Ð3 km) to each other.
Sites were both above the tree line and with the same
slope (<10° ) and southeasterly aspect (Figure 1). These
dates were selected to capture representative snow chemistry in the summer after most of the spring melt season
occurred and during a fresh snow event. Ten meltwater
samples for trace element and major ion analyses were
collected at five sites within 0Ð5 km of each other on 19
July 2005 from the uppermost Eliot Stream, or less than
1 km from the terminus of Eliot Glacier.
LDPE Nalgene 60-ml bottles were used for both
snow and stream water sample collection, as these have
been effectively utilized in low-concentration snow and
ice work (Barbante et al., 1999a). Bottles for major
ion and trace metal collection were rinsed three times
with 18 M deionized (DI) water to remove particulate
matter and soaked overnight in DI water. Major ion
bottles were later air-dried, capped, and stored in plastic
bags. Trace element bottles were immersed in a 10%
(v/v) Fisher trace-metal-grade HCl/DI covered bath for
1 week. Bottles were then rinsed three times with DI
water and filled with 10% (v/v) Fisher trace-metal-grade
HNO3 /DI water for a minimum of 1 week. Finally,
bottles were rinsed three times with DI water and filled
with 1% ultraclean Optima grade HNO3 /DI water and
stored in plastic bags until transported. Bottles were
transported in triple-bagged plastic bags after acid was
removed, and utilized in the field within five days. Bottle
cleaning methods were based on a proven trace-metal
analytical method resulting in low blanks (Gardner and
Carey, 2004).
Glacier meltwater trace-metal samples were collected
in the field by first rinsing the bottles three times before
collection and using ‘clean hands, dirty hands’ techniques
(Fitzgerald, 1999). Sample gloves were changed between
each collected sample. The ‘dirty hands’ person opened
the two outermost plastic bags, while the ‘clean hands’
person opened the innermost plastic bag and took the
sample, capped it, and returned the sample to the bag
to be resealed in all three plastic bags. Clean hands,
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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dirty hands techniques were also utilized during the snow
sampling. During snow sampling, special precaution was
taken to sample on the upwind side of the snowpit.
The sample collection was accomplished by a team of
two people wearing non-particulating Tyvek suits and
Nitrile polyethelyne sampling gloves (Fitzgerald, 1999).
After completing the sample collection for trace elements,
major ion sampling was conducted. All snow and stream
samples were shipped at on ice overnight to the Byrd
Polar Research Center at The Ohio State University. The
samples were then stored in the dark at 2 ° C in their original bags. Glacier snow and ice samples are not typically
filtered because it is easy to introduce contamination from
filtration in low-concentration samples (Barbante et al.,
1999b).
Stream trace and major element samples were filtered
using 0Ð45-µm pore size Nuclepore polycarbonate membrane filters and then acidified to 2% (v/v) using Optima
HNO3 within 2 days of collection. Trace-metal stream
samples were filtered using triple-acid-cleaned (10% HCl,
10% HNO3 , 1% Optima HNO3 ) filter towers into clean
bottles (Gardner and Carey, 2004). Major ion stream samples were filtered through nonacidified DI water-washed
towers. Snow samples were shipped and acidified as
described above but were not filtered. Because these acidified samples include dissolved colloidal metal as well
as metal absorbed on particles, or dissolved from the
particles, the subsequent concentrations are termed ‘environmentally available’ (Lyons et al., 1983). One sample
each of surface fresh snow, surface ablation snow, and
stream was analysed for pH using a Beckman Coulter
F200 pH meter. Major ion analyses were conducted using
a Dionex-120 ion chromatograph (IC) with a sample loop
of 400 µl for samples using methods outlined by Welch
et al. (1996). A stock standard solution was created from
single element standards, which were used to create seven
calibration standards with a range bounding the sample concentrations (Welch et al., 1996). Sample precision
was typically better than 1% and never worse than 5%
relative standard deviation (RSD). For stream samples,
HCO3  was calculated by summing the cation equivalents (Ca2C , KC , Mg2C NaC ) and subtracting the anion
equivalents (Cl , NO3  , SO4 2 – , F ) using the methods
of Lyon et al. (1998).
A Thermo Finnigan Element 2 inductively coupled
plasma sector-field mass spectrometer (ICP-SF-MS) was
used for trace element analyses. External standards were
run every three to four samples to correct for instrumental
drift and to calculate precision. RSD values derived
from three check standards repeated three to four times
averaged 5%, and never exceeded 10%. Accuracy was
better than 8% for all elements as determined by running
certified reference material NWRI TM-RAIN 95, tracemetal fortified rainwater, between every six samples,
including blanks.
Trace-element samples were handled and filtered
entirely in a Class 100 laminar flow hood using Nitrile
polyethelyne gloves. Certified concentrations of all measured trace elements gained through the addition of
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Table I. Elements analysed based on best isotopic resolution, calibration curve success, and low spectral overlaps (Gabrielli et al.,
2006a)
Element (isotope)

ICP-MS resolution

Optima HNO3 (pM)

HNO3
additions (pM)

DL (pM)

DI blank

Method blank (pM)

As (75)
Sr (86, 88)
Cd (111, 114)
Pb (206, 207, 208)
V (51)
Cu (63)

LR
LR
LR
LR
MR
MR

270
11
90
50
200
310

0Ð3
0Ð0
0Ð1
0Ð1
0Ð2
0Ð4

90
190
30
10
20
40

<DL
<DL
80
20
190
60

880
5400
<DL
10
<DL
610

Optima HNO3 certified trace metal concentrations and calculated HNO3 metal additions in samples and blanks. Detection limits (DL) are calculated
as 3 times the standard deviation of the instrument response to DI water. High DI water and method blanks are listed if above the detection limit.
These values were subtracted from snow and stream samples respectively.

Optima nitric acid were far below the detection limits,
and therefore insignificant in terms of their trace-metal
contributions (Table I). Method blanks were collected by
opening pre-cleaned bottles in the field, capping them,
and transporting them back to the lab where they were
filled with DI water and filtered and analysed in the
same manner as the stream samples. This method blank
allowed for any lab or filtration contamination to express
itself. Method blanks were significantly higher than the
instrument detection limit for most elements (Table I),
and therefore we considered method blank to be the
detection limit.

RESULTS
Surface snow pH values were 5Ð4 and 5Ð8 from the
March and July samples respectively. Ca2C , Cl and
SO4 2 – concentrations in Eliot Glacier July 2005 and
March 2006 snow are shown at depth (Figure 2). Note
that all July 2005 major ion concentrations were below
1Ð4 µM, while in March 2006 Ca2C ranged from 0Ð2 to
7Ð5 µM, Cl ranged from 0Ð8 to 150 µM, and SO 2 –
4

ranged from 0Ð2 to 15 µM. Unlike major ion concentrations, environmentally available element concentrations
were typically lower in the March 2006 snow than the
July 2005 snow (Figure 3). Cd was below the limit of
detection in all samples except the top two samples in
March snow, and is not compared. In the July 2005 snow,
the greatest environmentally available element concentrations occurred at the surface and above an ice lens at
40 cm. Although the environmentally available element
concentrations overall had greater mean concentrations
in the July snow, there was substantial variation at depth.
Throughout the July 2005 snow profile, As concentrations ranged from 0Ð2 to 2Ð1 nM, Cu ranged from <0Ð04
to 35 nM, Pb ranged from 0Ð23 to 10 nM, Sr ranged from
0Ð7 to 80 nM, and V ranged from <0Ð02 to 26 nM. The
three Cu and V samples that were below detection limits occurred at the same sampling depths of 25, 33, and
92 cm.
In the March 2006 snow, the greatest environmentally
available As, Cu, Pb, and V concentrations occurred
at a depth of 15 cm. Similarly, the greatest Ca2C and
SO4 2 – concentrations occurred at 15 cm (Figure 2).
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Figure 2. Ca2C , Cl , and SO4 2 – concentrations in µM at depth in Eliot
Glacier snow sampled in July 2005 and March 2006. Note that the x-axis
has distinct concentration ranges

Concentrations of environmentally available Cu, Pb, and
V were below detection in the 65–90-cm depth range
(Figure 3). Because it snowed for several days prior
to our March 2006 sampling, this snowpit likely only
characterizes one or part of one snow event.
Eliot Creek proglacial stream mean and median values are similar for all major ions with little variability
during the sampling hour; for instance, the mean Ca2C
value was 44 µM and the median was 43 µM (Table II).
The pH values in the stream were circum-neutral at
7Ð5. Relative stream cation abundances were in the
Hydrol. Process. 23, 2987– 2996 (2009)
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TRACE ELEMENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO ELIOT
GLACIER MARCH 2006 SNOW
Marine contributions of ions and metals to glacier snow
have been determined previously by comparing the ratio
of an ion or element to Cl in the snow with the ratio of
that same ion or element to Cl in seawater (Mayewski
et al., 1990). The percentage of non-marine contributions
may be calculated as:


[X]ocean
[X]snow

ð 100 1
%non-Marine D
[Cl ]snow
[Cl ]ocean

Figure 3. Environmentally available concentrations of As, Cd, Cu, Pb,
Sr, and V in nM at depth in Eliot Glacier snow sampled in July 2005
and March 2006. Note that the y-axis has distinct concentration ranges

order Ca2C >NaC >Mg2C >KC . Relative stream anion
abundances were in the order HCO3  >SO4 2 – >Cl >.
HCO3  concentrations were calculated by subtracting
cation equivalent concentrations from anions, with a
mean concentration of 110 µM (Table II). Proglacial
stream trace element concentrations had similar mean and
median values, except for As with a mean concentration
of 1Ð4 nM and a median below the detection limit of
0Ð88 nM (Table II). Median Pb and Cd concentrations
were also below detection. Mean V, Cu, and Sr concentrations were 20, 15, and 140 nM, respectively (Table II).

where, [X]snow and [Cl ]snow are the ion/element and
chloride concentrations in the snow sample and [X]ocean
and [Cl ]ocean are the mean ion/element and chloride
concentration in the ocean. This approach assumes that all
the Cl present in the snow is from seasalt aerosol, which
may lead to an overestimate of the marine contribution
if there are additional sources of Cl to the snowpack.
The median Ca2C in fresh snow from the Eliot Glacier
is 96% non-marine origin (Ca2C : Cl D 1Ð04). Marinederived Cu, Cd, V, and Pb in all Northern Hemisphere
snows, including Eliot Glacier, are negligible, or well
below 1% of the total. Furthermore, the majority of Eliot
Glacier fresh snow SO4 2 – was non-marine. The National
Atmospheric Deposition Program SO4 2 – 2006 isopleth
map shows that central western Oregon had among the
lowest SO4 2 – concentrations (¾0Ð2 mg/l) in the United
States (NRSP-3, 2009).
Similar to calculating seasalt contributions by examining the ratio of an element to Cl , examining the ratio of
an elements [X] to S can be used to estimate volcanic
contributions of trace metals to snow (Hinkley et al.,
1999; Mather et al., 2003). Using this method, volcanic
contributions were determined to be negligible, which is
consistent with the absence of recent volcanic activity at
Mount Hood whose last major eruption occurred more
than 200 years ago (Crandell, 1980).
In the snow samples, lithogenic-derived trace element
concentrations were calculated using upper continental
crust (UCC) averages as an approximation for andesiterich Mount Hood (Wedepohl, 1995). The EFs were
calculated for both Eliot Glacier fresh and ablation snow

Table II. Eliot Glacier proglacial stream trace element (nM) and major ion (µM) concentrations during a high-melt afternoon
µM

nM

1 (2)
2 (2)
3 (2)
4 (2)
5 (2)
SDEV
MEAN
MED

As

Pb

V

Cu

Sr

<0Ð88
1Ð3
<0Ð88
2Ð9
<0Ð88
0Ð88
1Ð4
<0Ð88

<0Ð01
0Ð02
0Ð04
<0Ð01
<0Ð01
<0Ð01
0Ð02
<0Ð01

22
21
20
19
20
1Ð1
20
20

2Ð1
26
23
13
12
9Ð5
15
13

110
140
130
170
130
22
140
130

NaC
38
36
37
46
36
4Ð2
39
37

KC

Mg2C

Ca2C

Cl

SO4 2 –

HCO3 

5Ð2
5Ð1
5Ð2
5Ð8
5Ð2
0Ð3
5Ð3
5Ð2

22
21
21
23
21
0Ð85
21
21

44
42
42
47
42
1Ð8
43
42

11
12
11
11
11
0Ð1
11
11

26
25
25
28
25
1Ð4
25
25

110
110
110
120
110
7Ð0
110
110

Sampling was among five locations within 500 m of each other. The average of (two) samples is given for each site in July 2005. Standard deviation,
mean, and median concentrations are given excepting HCO3  , which was calculated by subtracting anions from cations. NO3  was always below
detection (0Ð01 µM). Cd was below detection (<0Ð08 nM) in all but one sample (0Ð10 nM).
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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Table III. Enrichment Factor (EF) of Pb, Cu, and V in March
2006 Eliot Glacier snow
Eliot Glacier

Pb

Cu

V

EF Fresh Snow

1Ð4

0Ð6

0Ð1

Concentrations normalized to mean upper continental crust trace element
concentrations (Wedepohl, 1995) and mean Oregon Cascade Ca2C
concentrations (McBirney, 1978)

using the equation below as previously used on alpine
and polar snows (Wolff and Peel, 1985; Gabrielli et al.,
2006b).
[X]snow
[X]crust
EF D
ł
2
2C
[Ca ]snow
[Ca2C ]crust
where, [X]snow and [Ca2C ]snow are the element and calcium concentration in the snow samples and [X]crust and
[Ca2C ]crust are the mean element and calcium concentration in the UC (Wedepohl, 1995). EFs are lower than
crustal values for Cu and V (0Ð6, 0Ð1) and somewhat
higher than crustal values for Pb (1Ð4) in the March 2006
snow (Table III). Because EFs are all within an order of
magnitude of continental crust composition, environmentally available elemental concentrations are likely to be
primarily derived from lithogenic sources.

POST-DEPOSITIONAL PROCESSING: TRACE
ELEMENT VARIATION BETWEEN FRESH AND
ABLATION SNOW
Unlike fresh March 2006 snow samples, July 2005
snow samples had undergone substantial melt since their
original deposition. The post-depositional alteration of
major and trace elements was evaluated with a nonparametric Mann–Whitney test comparing fresh and
ablation snow (Table IV). There were significantly lower
(n D 7, p D 0Ð001) concentrations of SO4 2 – , NO3  ,
and Ca2C in July 2005 compared to March 2006. This
likely reflects the ongoing loss of soluble ions during
early snowmelt (Brimblecombe et al., 1986; Bales
et al., 1989). Interestingly NaC , KC , and Mg2C were
statistically similar between July 2005 and March 2006
snow, although median concentrations of these ions were
lower in ablation snow (Table IV). This may be a result
of the high winter accumulation rate generating dilute
initial element concentrations. Throughout the March
2006 snow profile, the concentration of each major cation
never exceeded 8 µM. Dilution of elements in winter
snow has been observed at the most northern latitudes in
the Italian Alps, attributed to higher snowfall (Gabrielli
et al., 2006b).
Major ion concentration ranges were greater in the
March 2006 than July 2005 snow. Median March 2006
major ion concentrations represented an average of 38%
of the arithmetic mean, while median July 2005 major
ion concentrations represented an average of 58% of the
arithmetic mean. This indicates that there is greater major
ion variability in the March 2006 snow. July 2005 snow
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Table IV. Mann–Whitney (˛ D 0Ð05, n D 11) p-values for fresh
(March 2006) and ablation snow (July 2005) collected from
Mount Hood
Element

p-value

Median fresh
snow (Mean) nM

Median ablation
snow (Mean) nM

V
Cu
As
Sr
Cd
Pb

0Ð0287Ł
0Ð0338Ł
NA
0Ð0338Ł
NA
0Ð0574

0Ð25 (0Ð32)
0Ð3 (0Ð6)
BDL (>0Ð09)
1Ð2 (2Ð3)
BDL (>0Ð03)
0Ð28 (0Ð54)

0Ð87 (4Ð2)
0Ð71 (4Ð8)
0Ð20 (0Ð47)
2Ð6 (9Ð0)
BDL (>0Ð03)
0Ð60 (2Ð0)

Ion

p-Value

Ca2C
KC
Mg2C
NaC
Cl
NO3 
SO4 2

0Ð001Ł
0Ð330
0Ð384
0Ð328
0Ð213
0Ð001Ł
0Ð001Ł

Median fresh
snow (Mean) µM
1Ð5
0Ð69
0Ð75
5Ð4
3Ð1
0Ð43
1Ð1

(2Ð0)
(1Ð9)
(2Ð7)
(25)
(24)
(1Ð3)
(2Ð4)

Median ablation
snow (Mean) µM
0Ð17 (0Ð30)
0Ð14 (0Ð18)
0Ð12 (0Ð22)
1Ð4 (2Ð1)
BDL (2Ð2)
BDL (0Ð07)
0Ð12 (0Ð15)

Statistically significant differences between the fresh and ablation snow
(p  0Ð05) are noted Ł and median and mean snow concentrations are
included.

had undergone significant elution since original deposition, which likely lowered concentrations and dampened solute variability. Similarly, in the water-saturated
Furtwangler Ice Core, Mt. Kilimanjaro, major soluble
ions occurred at much lower concentrations than nonsaturated cores from the mountain (Thompson et al.,
2002). Water saturation also created lower chemical variability throughout the ice core (Thompson et al., 2002).
Unlike major elements, environmentally available trace
elements occurred in greater concentrations in the July
2005 snow. V, Cu, and Sr were all statistically greater
(˛ D 0Ð05, n D 11, p  0Ð05) in the July 2005 snow.
Pb was slightly significantly higher in the ablation snow
than in the fresh snow (˛ D 0Ð05, n D 11, p D 0Ð0574).
Arsenic concentrations changed from largely falling
below detection limits in the fresh snow (<0Ð09 nM),
to a median ablation snow concentration of 0Ð20 nM.
The variability of environmentally available trace elements throughout the July 2005 snow profile was also
greater than in the March 2006 profile. Median March
2006 environmentally available trace element concentrations represented an average of 80% of the arithmetic
mean, with July trace element concentration medians only
representing an average of 26%.
Particulates were much more visible throughout the
snow profile and on the glacier surface during the July
2006 sampling than the March 2006 sampling, suggesting
that large particles do not readily leave the glacier
during ablation. Examinations of sub-micrometre soot
and volcanic fall-out ash on Blue Glacier show that the
fine soot is much more mobile than the >5-µm fall-out
ash that remains on the glacier surface (Conway et al.,
1996). Similarly, drag-gravitational calculations suggest
that particles larger than 6 µm are mobilized only when
Hydrol. Process. 23, 2987– 2996 (2009)
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flow is greater than 500 mm per day (Stenatakis and Tien,
1993).
Lack of dissolution may explain the overall greater
concentrations of environmental elements in the ablation
snow trace element concentrations. This is especially
likely for environmentally available elements that remain
particle-bound in oxygenated acidic waters including
both As and V (Cullen and Reimer, 1989; Shiller and
Mao, 2000). Yet, elements that typically desorb from
particulates in oxygenated acidic waters (e.g. Cu and
Pb) (Rauret et al., 1988) also increased in ablation snow.
Previous laboratory studies have shown that filtered trace
elements are enriched in the early fraction of snow
melt (Abrahams et al., 1988). Filtered Cd and Pb were
enriched by a mean factor of 3Ð91 and 2Ð48, respectively
(Abrahams et al., 1988). During early snowmelt, soluble
acid concentrations are greatest (Tranter et al., 1993)
and likely facilitate greater dissolution of many trace
elements. Finally, ongoing dry deposition may add new
particles to the glacier surface given that less than 20%
of the regional precipitation occurs during the ablation
season (Lillquist and Walker, 2006). Particles added
to the glacier after the acidic spring melt pulse may
not dissolve as readily in the less acidic late-season
conditions. The pH of July 2005 snow was greater (5Ð8)
than that of March 2006 (5Ð4).
The greatest environmentally available trace element
concentrations occurred in the July 2005 surface snow
(Figure 3). While wet deposition results from atmospheric water particles, scavenging particulates within
and while they condensate beneath clouds (e.g. form
snow), dry deposition results from the transport of
aerosols by turbulent air masses (Davidson, 1989; Cadle,
1991). The aerosols transported via dry deposition to the
Eliot Glacier are not well known. Dry fallout of heavy
metals, including Cu and Pb, often exceeds wet deposition and is especially related to human activity (Galloway
et al., 1982). However, dry deposition may not travel far
from anthropogenic pollution sources. For example, dry
deposition of smelter-derived elements to snowfall only
exceeded wet deposition within a radius of 15 km in Quebec, Canada, while wet deposition dominated transport
over longer distances (Telmer et al., 2004). However,
strong winds very likely contribute additional particulates
to the surface of Eliot Glacier. In Oregon, strong winds
occur with greater intensity at higher altitudes (Smith
et al., 2005).
Given the extent of post-depositional processing in
Eliot Glacier ablation snow, it is difficult to discern
natural from anthropogenic contributions. Non-ferrous
metal production may deliver As and Cu to Eliot Glacier
ablation snow because within the United States 200
tons of As and 112 tons of Cu are emitted annually
(Pacyna and Pacyna, 2001). Almost one-third of all Cu
mined, including slag and tailings, returns to the soil but
typically nearer to urban areas such as landfills than to
the remote regions from which it was mined (Graedel
et al., 2004). This suggests that the Cu concentrations
in Eliot Glacier ablation snow may also result from
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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the aeolian transport of contaminated soil (Georgopoulos
et al., 2001). Although the elevated V seen in the ablation
snow may result from preferential retention of V in
the snow compared with non-oxyanion-forming elements,
V may also be introduced directly or indirectly from
industrial activities, potentially including metal smelting
and fossil-fuel burning (Pacyna and Pacyna, 2001) or the
transport of contaminated dust.

ELEMENTAL CONCENTRATIONS IN ELIOT
STREAM
Stream major cation concentrations measured from discreet 1-h sampling of Eliot Creek are distinct from the
concentrations observed in both July 2005 and March
2006 snow. A ternary diagram with the relative percentage of NaC C KC , Ca2C , and Mg2C for fresh and
ablation snow and proglacial streams shows that the snow
generally has a higher cationic abundance of NaC C
KC and evolves to more Ca2C -rich proglacial meltwaters
(Figure 4). This is undoubtedly due to the preferential
weathering of Ca-rich minerals observed within most
glacier catchments as well as the likely loss of NaC
during early snowmelt as noted (Tranter et al., 1996,
2002; Brown et al., 2001; Brown, 2002). Although seasonal trends are not examined, concentration differences
do begin to illustrate the processing that occurs in glacial
melt water once it is routed from the snowpack.
Sulfide minerals in andesite (Zimbelman et al., 2005)
may weather in the Eliot Stream, producing enrichments
of SO4 2 – (52 µM) with respect to other anions. SO4 2 –
is 59% of the total anion charge balance (% equivalents)
in the bulk meltwater compared to 12% in ablation snow.
Gains in SO4 2 – may also reflect subglacial additions, as
beneath the glacier weathering enhances both carbonation
and sulfide weathering (Tranter et al., 1993). Groundwater or hydrothermal springs may be another, although less
likely, source of SO4 2 – in the Eliot Stream. Several, but
not all documented, Mount Hood region hot springs contain as much as 900 µM of SO4 2 – (Mariner et al., 2003).
Our data suggest little to no hydrothermal input, with
only minimal additions needed to elevate SO4 2 – concentrations in the streams.
Like major ions, proglacial stream trace element concentrations appear to be related to processing en route
than to their snow concentration. In natural waters,
including glacial melt, Cl is conservative and will not
increase or decrease in response to weathering, biological activity, and other processes (McKnight et al., 1999).
Therefore, other elements and ions can be normalized to
Cl to determine how geochemical and biological processes such as weathering, adsorption, and biotic uptake
affect them. For example, the ratio of dissolved Pb to
Cl (<1 ð 106 ) in the Eliot Stream is lower than the
ratio of environmentally available Pb to Cl (9 ð 105 )
in fresh Eliot Glacier snow (Figure 5). Environmentally
available V : Cl, Cu : Cl, and Sr : Cl in March 2006 snow
(8 ð 105 , 9 ð 105 , 4 ð 104 ) are 2 orders of magnitude
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Figure 4. Molar cation percentages of Eliot Glacier March 2006 snow (squares), July 2005 snow (circles), and proglacial meltwater (triangles).
Proglacial meltwater contains the highest percentage of Ca2C , excepting a few July 2005 snow samples

Figure 5. Environmentally available V, Cu, Sr, and Pb normalized to
Cl in Eliot Glacier fresh snow, ablation snow, compared with dissolved
ratios in Eliot Creek. Median snow and proglacial stream concentrations
of As and Cd were below the detection limit

greater than dissolved ratios observed in Eliot Stream
(1Ð8 ð 103 , 1Ð2 ð 103 , 1Ð2 ð 102 ). Although the environmentally available element concentrations were not
measured in Eliot Creek, environmentally available concentrations of Cd, Cu, Pb, and Sr would likely be much
greater than dissolved concentrations given that these elements are largely bound to particulates in basic waters
and desorb with acidic conditions (Astrom and Bjorklund, 1995; Bibby and Webster-Brown, 2006). Hence, it
is unclear whether environmentally available concentrations of Pb would increase or decrease in the proglacial
stream. Pb does have a greater ability to absorb to soil
Copyright  2009 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

particulate matter than other trace elements including Cu
and Zn (Bibby and Webster-Brown, 2006). In the Eliot
Creek, while Pb may or may not be released, dissolved
Cu, Cd, and Sr are gained via rock-weathering in the suband proglacial environment. Furthermore, because dissolved As and V typically occur in similar concentrations
in toxic basic waters, our results suggest V enrichments
in Eliot Creek are also gained via weathering. Greater
examination of speciation in glacier meltwater is needed
to understand the ultimate fate of trace elements in glacier
melt. These results show that the potentially toxic dissolved trace elements (Cu, Cd, and Pb) measured in
proglacial melt are well below the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US-EPA) drinking water
standards (U.S. EPA, 2004). Therefore, during the Oregon Cascades summer ablation season, glacier melt may
act as a dilutant to downstream channels with greater
anthropogenic element loads.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Environmentally available trace element concentrations
occurred in greater median concentrations in a shallow
ablation snow profile collected from Eliot Glacier in
July 2005 than a nearby fresh snow profile collected in
March 2006. Furthermore, concentrations of environmentally available elements had more variable concentrations
in the ablation snow than in the fresh snow. While dissolved major solutes are rapidly leached, environmentally
Hydrol. Process. 23, 2987– 2996 (2009)
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available trace elements likely do not as readily leave the
glacier during melt and, or are added via dry deposition during the ablation season. March 2006 snow environmentally available trace element concentrations were
further analysed to understand their source prior to postdepositional alteration. Crustal EFs suggest that As, Cu,
Cd, Pb, Sr, and V are primarily derived from lithogenic
sources.
Solute concentrations of all trace elements measured
in the Eliot Stream and Glacier are well below drinking
water standards, and pose no immediate threats to water
quality. Trace element additions in the Eliot Stream,
with respect to Eliot Glacier snow, are the result of
chemical weathering additions with losses due to adsorption. Therefore, stream elemental concentrations bear
little relation to snowpack concentrations. Future studies comparing seasonal variations in elemental fluxes in
glacier-fed to nearby non-glacier-fed streams may best
illustrate how the global retreat of glaciers will affect
downstream water quality. Ongoing evaluation will be
especially important to regions with high reliance on
glacier melt for drinking water, agriculture, and ecosystem services.
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